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CHARACTERS

Philo- A Fermale in her early twenties.

Joe Black- Amale in his late fifties. Landl ord.
Ti me

Present day-ish

Setting

An apartnent, New York City, USA



ACT |

Scene 1

A living roomof a pretty tiny, closet |ike studio
apart ment.

PH LO tal ks into a nobil e phone as she surveys the
room JOE BLACK wat ches her.

PH LO
(into the phone)
It’s only 1600 a nonth.

JOE BLACK
(to Philo)
Rent controlled, utilities not included.

PH LO
(into the phone)
Yes, it's really happening. It’s on the sixth floor and
there is no elevator. | nmay need to stop wearing heels
if I do not want bunions the size of a golf ball.

JOE BLACK
(to Philo)
Believe it or not, this apartnment is a rare gemin New
Yor k.
PH LO
(into the phone)
It is small, very small, not cute or petite, just teeny
tiny.
JOE BLACK

(to Phil o)
But it’s going to be all yours and you could create the
illusion of space with the careful placenent of
mrrors. There is also a great skyline on your way up.

PH LO
(into the phone)
It’s the Landlord who insists | call himJoe Black and
pay nmy rent in cash. | suppose | could have gotten nore
space and cheaper rent if | had decided to |ive cl oser
to hone but this nove was deliberate, remenber? New
age, new apartnment, new life.

JOE BLACK
(excitedly to Phil o)
It’s your birthday? |I could throwin a sofa that pulls
out to a bed and a dresser that doubles as a closet for
an extra hundred bucks. Consider it ny birthday gift to
you.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

Phil o noves away from Joe Bl ack and conti nues
speaki ng into the phone.

PH LO
Mum | want to do this but you are not naking it easy
for me. No, there is no kitchen, only a sink, a tiny
sink, everything is tiny here.

JOE BLACK
(to Philo)
Believe it or not, | can turn this space into the New
York equival ent of heaven. It will slice and it wll
di ce.
PHI LO

(into the phone)
No, mum | am not changing ny m nd. Were better to
achi eve ny dreans than New York? The specifics are hazy
but I amconfident that I wll nmake it to broadway.

JOE BLACK
Believe it or not this apartment has had a parade of
eligible actors, mnusicians, poets and painters. That’'s
why | call it the dream boat. Rosaline rose to fane and
fortune as an onl yfans nodel. Bl ake started his own
transportation conpany. He was the CEO and the driver.
Anna and June now wait tables successfully, but each
woul d nuch rather have been actors on broadway.

Philo crunbles into a sofa | ooki ng def eat ed.

PHI LO
(softly into the phone)
Maybe you are right, num

JOE BLACK
(hastily)
No, no, no. Believe it or not, their failure had
nothing to do with the apartnent. They just didn't have
any talent in artistic pursuit. Hey, don't let your
dreans go down without a fight. Fight! Fight!! Fight!!!

PHI LO
(sadly, into the phone)
| am confused, nmum

JOE BLACK
(enphatically)
One of themmade it though. He is an actor off, off,
of f broadway but he acts. If | renmenber correctly, his
gi ven nane was Richard but he told us to call him
Bi kky. | have no idea why and never got a chance to
find out. He peed on that sofa once.
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

Philo junps out of the sofa with a frustrated cry.

PH LO
F IVE!
JOE BLACK

Believe it or not, he wasn’'t always |like that. He was
extremely drunk and asleep at the tine.

PH LO
(into the phone)
What ? Nothing, mum | amfine. | don’t know | said I
am fine.
JOE BLACK

(seriously, to Philo)
Do you want it or not? The wait list is |ong.

PH LO
(into the phone)
| have exactly two thousand one hundred and ten dollars
in ny bank account right now. | will be fine. |I’ve got
to go. Love you nore.

Philo ends the call and sits defeatedly on the

floor.
JOE BLACK
(to Phil o)
Are you taking it?
PH LO
(rmutters)
Yes.
JOE BLACK

That woul d be 1600 in cash. Uilities not included.
Phi |l o nods.
JCOE BLACK

Do you want the multipurpose furniture for a hundred
bucks as your birthday gift?

PH LO
(tearful)
It’s not ny birthday but thanks, I wll take them
JOE BLACK
It will slice and it will dice. Wl cone to New YorKk.

THE END.



